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PARIS – The saucer-shaped object is said to have touched down in the south of France and then zoomed off. It left behind scorch
marks and that haunting age-old question: Are we alone?

This is just one of the cases from France's secret "X-Files" — some 100,000 documents on supposed UFOs and sightings of other
unexplained phenomena that the French space agency is publishing on the Internet.

France is the first country to put its entire weird sightings archive online, said Jacques Patenet, who heads the space agency's UFO
cell — the Group for Study and Information on Unidentified Aerospace Phenomena.

• Click here for the CNES UFO Web site. Traffic may be heavy.

Their oldest recorded sighting dates from 1937, Patenet told The Associated Press in an interview Friday. The first batch of archives
went up on the agency's Web site this week, drawing a server-busting wave of traffic.

"The Web site exploded in two hours. We suspected that there was a certain amount of interest, but not to this extent," Patenet said.

The archive includes police and expert reports, witness sketches (some are childlike doodlings), maps, photos and video and audio
recordings. In all, the archive has some 1,650 cases on record and about 6,000 witness accounts.

• Click here to visit FOXNews.com's Space Center.

The space agency, known by its French initials CNES, said it is making them public to draw the scientific community's attention to
unexplained cases and because their secrecy generated suspicions that officials were hiding something.

"There's always this impression of plots, of secrets, of wanting to hide things," Patenet said. "The great danger would be to leave the
field open to sects and charlatans."

He said many cases were unexplained lights in the sky. "Only 20 to 30" could be classified as "Objet Volant Non Identifie" — UFOs
that appeared to be physical objects, leaving "marks on the ground, radar images," he said.

Even Charles de Gaulle, France's wartime hero who became president, got the UFO bug.

"In 1954, there was a wave of sightings of phenomena in France, and it went up to the highest levels of state. Gen. de Gaulle himself
assigned ... an aide and told him, 'Look into this for me, study it to see if something needs to be done,'" Patenet said.

That year, there were hundreds of sightings over several months, but generally there are 50 to 100 reported each year.

Only 9 percent of France's strange phenomena have been fully explained, the agency said. Experts found likely reasons for another
33 percent, and 30 percent could not be identified for lack of information.

Other cases were impossible to crack. The most baffling were labeled "Class D aerospace phenomena" — which the agency defines
as "inexplicable despite precise testimonies and the (good) quality of material information gathered." Some 28 percent of sightings fall
into this category.

Patenet singled out the January 1981 case of the saucer-shaped object that a witness said he saw land in Trans-en-Provence, a
village inland from the French Riviera.
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Some 8 feet across, the zinc-colored object made a whistling noise as it landed. The witness later drew a picture: It resembled a
wok with a lid and legs.

"The machine stayed a few seconds on the ground and then left very quickly but it left marks that were analyzed and allowed us to
determine that the ground had been heated up, that the object must have weighed several hundred kilos (pounds), and that
surrounding plants underwent biological changes," said Patenet.

"So something really happened. It really defies analysis," he said.

The agency said everything in the archive would be published, except for psychological reports about witnesses and their names.

Most of the time, witnesses were sincere about what they saw, Patenet said.

"Very few look for publicity because they fear most of all that they will not be taken seriously."

Still, there were frauds.

In 1979, in Cergy-Pontoise outside Paris, a man showed up at a police station claiming his friend had been abducted by a UFO —
a bright light that appeared on the road and swallowed up his car. Several days later, the man purportedly reappeared in a field,
emerging out of a sphere of light.

Investigators went so far as to test the man's blood for signs that he had recently experienced weightlessness — and they found
none. The agency labeled it a hoax.

Some cases took years to unravel. In 1985, two farmers near the Atlantic coastal city of Royan saw a burning object drop into a
field nearby.

Experts initially concluded that it was part of the propulsion device of a recently launched satellite. Eventually they realized it was a
piece of German World War II ordnance that spontaneously exploded four decades after the war.

Among the unexplained cases, one of the most perplexing concerned a 1994 Air France flight. While flying over the Paris region, the
crew noticed a large brown-red disk hovering on the horizon and constantly changing shape.

The case "has never been explained to this day, and leaves the door open to all possible hypotheses," the agency wrote.

So, do we have neighbors out there, after all?

"I don't have an answer to that," said Patenet. "Even if there is such a planet, given the size of the universe, what is the probability
that two civilizations ... will meet or come across each other? I really don't know. It's very complicated. It's incalculable."

Fox News First

Get all the stories you need-to-know from the most powerful name in news delivered first thing every morning to your inbox.

Arrives Weekdays

By entering your email and clicking the Subscribe button, you agree to the Fox News Privacy Policy and Terms of Use, and agree to
receive content and promotional communications from Fox News. You understand that you can opt-out at any time.

Subscribe

Subscribed

Type your email

Subscribe

You've successfully subscribed to this newsletter!

U.S.

Crime
File: 2007 03 24_Fox News_French Space Agency Puts UFO Files Online.pdf
URL: https://www.foxnews.com/story/french-space-agency-puts-ufo-files-online

https://www.foxnews.com/privacy-policy
https://www.foxnews.com/terms-of-use
file://www.foxnews.com/us
file://www.foxnews.com/category/us/crime
https://www.foxnews.com/story/french-space-agency-puts-ufo-files-online


Military
Education
Terror
Immigration
Economy
Personal Freedoms
Fox News Investigates
Digital Originals

Politics

Executive
Senate
House
Judiciary
Foreign Policy
Polls
Elections

World

U.N.
Conflicts
Terrorism
Disasters
Global Economy
Environment
Religion
Scandals

Opinion

Media

FOX Nation Coverage

Entertainment

Celebrity News
Country Music
Royals
Game Shows
Couples
Exclusives

Sports

NFL
College Football
MLB
NBA
NHL
Golf
Tennis
Soccer
UFC
WWE

Lifestyle

Health
File: 2007 03 24_Fox News_French Space Agency Puts UFO Files Online.pdf
URL: https://www.foxnews.com/story/french-space-agency-puts-ufo-files-online

file://www.foxnews.com/category/us/military
file://www.foxnews.com/category/education
file://www.foxnews.com/category/us/terror
file://www.foxnews.com/category/us/immigration
file://www.foxnews.com/category/us/economy
file://www.foxnews.com/category/us/personal-freedoms
file://www.foxnews.com/category/news-events/fox-news-investigates
file://www.foxnews.com/category/us/digital-originals
file://www.foxnews.com/politics
file://www.foxnews.com/category/politics/executive
file://www.foxnews.com/category/politics/senate
file://www.foxnews.com/category/politics/house-of-representatives
file://www.foxnews.com/category/politics/judiciary
file://www.foxnews.com/category/politics/foreign-policy
file://www.foxnews.com/official-polls
file://www.foxnews.com/elections
file://www.foxnews.com/world
file://www.foxnews.com/category/world/united-nations
file://www.foxnews.com/category/conflicts
file://www.foxnews.com/category/world/terrorism
file://www.foxnews.com/category/disasters
file://www.foxnews.com/category/world/global-economy
file://www.foxnews.com/category/environment
file://www.foxnews.com/category/world/religion
file://www.foxnews.com/category/world/scandals
file://www.foxnews.com/opinion
file://www.foxnews.com/media
file://www.foxnews.com/shows/fox-nation
file://www.foxnews.com/entertainment
file://www.foxnews.com/category/entertainment/celebrity-news
file://www.foxnews.com/category/entertainment/genres/country
file://www.foxnews.com/category/world/personalities/british-royals
file://www.foxnews.com/category/entertainment/game-shows
file://www.foxnews.com/category/entertainment/events/couples
file://www.foxnews.com/category/entertainment/features/exclusive
file://www.foxnews.com/sports
file://www.foxnews.com/category/sports/nfl
file://www.foxnews.com/category/sports/ncaa-fb
file://www.foxnews.com/category/sports/mlb
file://www.foxnews.com/category/sports/nba
file://www.foxnews.com/category/sports/nhl
file://www.foxnews.com/category/sports/golf
file://www.foxnews.com/category/sports/tennis
file://www.foxnews.com/category/sports/soccer
file://www.foxnews.com/category/sports/ufc
file://www.foxnews.com/category/organization/wwe
file://www.foxnews.com/lifestyle
file://www.foxnews.com/health
https://www.foxnews.com/story/french-space-agency-puts-ufo-files-online


Food & Drink
Auto
Travel & Outdoors
Real Estate
House & Home
Fitness & Well-being
Style & Beauty
Family
Faith

FOX Business

Personal Finance
Economy
Markets
Watchlist
Lifestyle
Real Estate
Tech

Science & Tech

Air & Space
Security
Innovation
Video Games
Military Tech
Planet Earth
Wild Nature

Watch Live

FOX News Shows
Programming Schedule
On Air Personalities
Full Episodes
Show Clips
News Clips

About

Contact Us
Careers
Fox Around the World
Advertise With Us
Media Relations
Corporate Information
Compliance

Apps & Products

FOX News Go
FOX Weather
FOX Nation
FOX Noticias
FOX News Shop
FOX News Radio
Outkick
Newsletters
Podcasts

File: 2007 03 24_Fox News_French Space Agency Puts UFO Files Online.pdf
URL: https://www.foxnews.com/story/french-space-agency-puts-ufo-files-online

file://www.foxnews.com/food-drink
file://www.foxnews.com/auto
file://www.foxnews.com/travel
file://www.foxnews.com/category/real-estate
file://www.foxnews.com/category/house-and-home
file://www.foxnews.com/category/fitness-and-wellbeing
file://www.foxnews.com/category/style-and-beauty
file://www.foxnews.com/family
file://www.foxnews.com/category/faith-values/faith
https://www.foxbusiness.com/
https://www.foxbusiness.com/personal-finance
https://www.foxbusiness.com/economy
https://www.foxbusiness.com/markets
https://www.foxbusiness.com/watchlist
https://www.foxbusiness.com/lifestyle
https://www.foxbusiness.com/real-estate
https://www.foxbusiness.com/technology
file://www.foxnews.com/tech
file://www.foxnews.com/category/science/air-and-space
file://www.foxnews.com/category/tech/topics/security
file://www.foxnews.com/category/tech/topics/innovation
file://www.foxnews.com/category/tech/topics/video-games
file://www.foxnews.com/category/tech/topics/military-tech
file://www.foxnews.com/category/science/planet-earth
file://www.foxnews.com/category/science/wild-nature
file://www.foxnews.com/video/5614615980001
file://www.foxnews.com/shows
file://www.foxnews.com/fnctv
file://www.foxnews.com/person/personalities
file://www.foxnews.com/video/shows
file://www.foxnews.com/video/topics/v-most-recent-episodes
file://www.foxnews.com/video/topics/latest-news-video
file://www.foxnews.com/about
file://www.foxnews.com/contact
https://foxcareers.com/Search/SearchResults?brand=Fox%20News%20Careers
file://www.foxnews.com/story/where-in-the-world-is-fox
mailto:adsales@foxnews.com?subject=Advertising%20Inquiry
https://press.foxnews.com/media-contacts
https://press.foxnews.com
file://www.foxnews.com/compliance
file://www.foxnews.com/apps-products
file://www.foxnews.com/go
https://www.foxweather.com
file://www.foxnews.com/shows/fox-nation
https://noticias.foxnews.com/shows/fox-noticias
https://shop.foxnews.com
https://radio.foxnews.com
https://www.outkick.com
file://www.foxnews.com/newsletters
https://radio.foxnews.com/podcast
https://www.foxnews.com/story/french-space-agency-puts-ufo-files-online


Games

Daily Crossword Puzzle
Crazy Crystals Match 3 Game
Word Search
Mini Crossword Puzzle
Stack and Match Block Puzzle
5 Across the Letter Word Game

Facebook
Twitter
Instagram
Youtube
Flipboard
LinkedIn
Slack
RSS
Newsletters
Spotify
iHeartRadio

Fox News

Updated Terms of Use
New Privacy Policy
Your Privacy Choices
Closed Caption Policy
Help
Contact Us
Accessibility Statement

This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed. ©2025 FOX News Network, LLC. All rights reserved.
Quotes displayed in real-time or delayed by at least 15 minutes. Market data provided by Factset. Powered and implemented by
FactSet Digital Solutions. Legal Statement. Mutual Fund and ETF data provided by Refinitiv Lipper.

File: 2007 03 24_Fox News_French Space Agency Puts UFO Files Online.pdf
URL: https://www.foxnews.com/story/french-space-agency-puts-ufo-files-online

file://www.foxnews.com/games
file://www.foxnews.com/daily-crossword-puzzle
file://www.foxnews.com/crazy-crystals-match-3-game
file://www.foxnews.com/word-search
file://www.foxnews.com/mini-crossword-puzzle
file://www.foxnews.com/stack-match-block-puzzle-game
file://www.foxnews.com/5-across-word-game
https://www.facebook.com/FoxNews
https://twitter.com/foxnews
https://www.instagram.com/foxnews
https://www.youtube.com/FoxNewsChannel
https://flipboard.com/@FoxNews
https://www.linkedin.com/company/fox-news-channel/
https://foxnews.slack.com/apps/A013AUF6VMG-fox-news
https://www.foxnews.com/story/foxnews-com-rss-feeds
https://www.foxnews.com/newsletters
https://open.spotify.com/show/7A4YfyFtNOZhqMV7F3kYVu
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/256-the-fox-news-rundown-31090295/
https://www.foxnews.com
file://www.foxnews.com/terms-of-use
file://www.foxnews.com/privacy-policy
http://privacy.foxnews.com/main/web/main
file://www.foxnews.com/closed-captioning
https://help.foxnews.com
file://www.foxnews.com/contact
file://www.foxnews.com/accessibility-statement
https://www.factset.com/
https://www.factset.com/solutions/business-needs/digital-solutions
https://www.factset.com/privacy
https://lipperalpha.refinitiv.com/
https://www.foxnews.com/story/french-space-agency-puts-ufo-files-online

